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September and October are big Louisiana iris months, both in  

your garden and for GNOIS. The time to dig, divide and 

fertilize is September and October. Plus, the club has events we 

hope will interest you and you will help us with.  
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The Big 
Events 

§ Wild Garden 
Replanting, 
Longue Vue 

§ NOMAôs Fall 
Festival 
Celebrating 
ʱʯ Years in 
the  
Sculpture 
Garden 

§ Annual Fall 
Rhizome 
Sale at  
Longue Vue 

§ Workdays in 
the Sculpture 
Garden 

§ Holiday 
Party! 

 

 

tree roots. In the Wild Gar-

den the irises shared space 

with many native trees and 

shrubs. At times over the 

years,  the Garden seemed to 

transition to a wooded area, 

providing too much shade for 

the Louisiana irises. Periodic 

work to restore the Wild 

Garden closer to its original 

design, resulted in conditions 

supporting beautiful Louisiana 

iris bloom as recently as 5-6 

years ago. 

Louisiana irises require 

periodic replanting, and those 

in the Wild Garden are over-

due for some TLC. Rework-

ing all the beds will be a multi

-year project, but, working 

with new Head Gardner 

Leigh Gradis, GNOIS will 

help kick off the project by 

providing a morning of work 

beginning near the Pigeon-

nier.  

Members who can help for 

a few hours should bring 

gloves and be at the Wild 

Garden at Longue Vue at 9 

AM on the 21st.  

T 
he Louisiana iris 

display at Longue 

Vue House and 

Garden is the oldest in the 

area. It was created in the 

1950s by Mrs. Edith Stern 

and installed by the famed 

Louisiana iris and native plant 

conservationist Caroline 

Dormon. 

Dormon designed the iris 

planting in concrete troughs 

lining the long, linear walkway 

that winds through the Wild 

Garden. The idea behind the 

troughs apparently was to 

retain water, and especially 

to avoid competition from 
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Volunteer Morning in the Wild Garden 
at Longue Vue  

ÉċƣƨƖĬċǃЯШÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΞΝЯШΦШ ~ШƣŔũũШ ŸŸŰ 

The first bloom of the 

season at the Island Iris 

Nursery. A pale lavender 

I. giganticaerulea from 

Venice LA, donated by 

Betty Rena. 



 

 

Irises near the Pigeonnier and along the path in the Wild Garden at Longue 

Vue. We want to see them bloom like this or better again. 

Where Weõll Work at Longue Vue 
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Thursday Mornings at the Island Iris Nursery 

Every Thursday morning from 9 AM till around Noon, weather permitting,  a few of 

our GNOIS members meet at our nursery in City Park. We do general maintenance, 

repotting, and various tasks. Itõs casual, and people stay as long or little as they wish.  

The nursery is central to many of our projects.  Please consider coming out to help a 

bit.  Directions: https://rb.gy/vn66mx 

https://rb.gy/vn66mx


 

 

have established a Display 

Garden of modern hybrids in 

the original section and do-

nated several thousand Iris 

giganticaerulea, the tall blue of 

the Gulf Coast, to the expan-

sion. The Display Garden, 

created in 2011, was the first 

major community project of 

GNOIS.  

NOMAȗs Sydney and Walda 

Besthoff Sculpture Garden is 

celebrating its 20th year with a 

Fall Festival on Saturday, Sep-

tember 28. GNOIS and other 

organizations will have tables or 

tents. Some members will lead 

tours of the iris beds, and all are 

encouraged to help with the 

table, distribute material about 

our organization, and just enjoy 

the gardens. 

The festival will also feature 

live music, dance classes and art 

activities. There will be food 

trucks, and pop-up restaurants 

will sell a variety of cuisines.  

GNOIS donated most of the 

beautiful species and hybrid 

irises that line the lagoon banks 

and waterȗs edge. In addition, we 

. 

Fall Festival in the Sculpture Garden  
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GNOIS holds a bare root rhizome sale every fall. Itõs the best opportunity lo-

cally to shop for hybrid Louisiana irises rhizomes. We will offer a few species, too.   

 
Retail nurseries and big box stores sell limited varieties, usually potted, and 

they are fine plants. But the GNOIS sale offers many more cultivars, and is a great 

chance to find the unusual color you want.  

 
And remember that fall is the perfect time to plant bare-root Louisiana irises. 

Their growing season is just starting, and they will happily slip into your garden. 

Page 8 provides a few cultural suggestions. 

 
Almost all the rhizomes come from the clubõs Island Iris Nursery, and this year 

we will offer at least 100 different cultivars. Many will be available for the first 

time, taken from Joe Musacchiaõs hybrids provided by M.J Urist a couple of years 

ago.  They have taken off and proved to be excellent growers. 

 
The sale will be held behind the House at Longue Vue, our usual location.  Park 

down by the Wild Garden and stroll up to the House.  

 
We have a variable number of plants of each variety, so our best advice is to 

come early to get the best choice. Rhizomes are priced at $5 each, an excellent 

bargain for newer irises and a very good price for any hybrid cultivar. 

GNOISõs Fall Rhizome Sale 

∙e Big One 

Bayou Gambler Mardi Gras Mambo Bayou Renegade 

Saturday, October 12, 9 AM till sold out 

Behind the House at Longue Vue 



Gentle Memories Tailored Gent 

Sylvarena Ignatius Reilly 

A Few of the Louisiana Iris Cultivars in the Upcoming Sale 

See more on Facebook and look for a final list before the sale. 

Sinfonietta 

Ethel Hutson Macõs Blue Heaven Blue Splatter 



Dixie Country Barataria Dr. Dormon 

Heavenly Glow Changing Shadows Iko Iko 

Ann Weeks Acadian Sky Fourchon 

Flaming Hot Friends Song Mama Janice 



Fall is when much of the critical Loui-

siana action plays out. What gardeners 

do in September and October goes a 

long way in determining whether they 

will be pleased with spring bloom and 

proud of their garden.  

Now is the time If you are due to dig 

and divide your irises. If it has been four 

years or more since the original plant-

ing, you likely need to dig those irises, 

enrich the soil, and give the plants a 

fresh start. Itȗs work but not all that 

bad because the irises are easy to dig 

out. Splitting the rhizomes and their 

offsets is also a breeze, and you will 

likely be able to gift your friends and 

family with a few new plants.  

Even more 

critical is 

weeding, 

fertilizing, and 

mulching. 

That task is 

always in 

order. The 

iris growing 

season begins 

in the fall, 

and with good conditions and ample 

nutrition, the prospects for beautiful 

bloom are very high. Of course, the 

planting has to be kept up during the 

winter. Application of a pre-emergent 

herbicide, such as Preen, will help keep 

the weeds at bay, but that is a much 

easier job during the cool months than 

in our wet and humid summers. If it 

seems hopeless now, the weather will 

help in October, November, and 

through the winter. After cool weather 

arrives, there will be only modest weed 

competition until the irises have 

bloomed.  So hang in there. You are 

bound to need a break now, and itȗs 

coming. 

A Few Garden Tips for Fall  
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Organization  

Take me to the GNOIS 
website 

Greater New Orleans 

Iris Society 

OFFICERS  

President 

 Patrick OȗConnor 

pfoconnor@cox.net 
 

Vice-President 

Susan Anthony  
 

Corresponding Secretary 

Lorrie Brown  
 

Recording Secretary 

Donna Donahoe  
 

Treasurer 

Calvin Lopes  

 

 

BOARD  
 

Benjamin Clement, Kenner 

Carol Drouant, Kenner 

Earl David, New Orleans 

Reneeȗ Dumestre, New Orleans 

Buddy Manuel, Mandeville 

Cathy Mason, Abita Springs 

Bill Moynan, Metairie, LA 

Paul Pastorek, Harahan 

Mark Schexnayder, New Orleans 

ÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚЮƣŸЮőĲũƓЮ
ůċŰċŊĲЮċŰĬЮĲŰŢŸǃЮǃŸƨƖЮ
xŸƨŔƚŔċŰċЮŔƖŔƚĲƚ 

9ũŔĦťЮƣőĲЮƣŔƣũĲƚЮĤĲũŸƽЮŉŸƖЮƓĬŉЮǯũĲƚ 

 

 
An òinterviewó with a Louisiana iris ex-

pert that covers a wide swath of issues 

that growers will encounter. Your ques-

tions are probably answered. Take a look. 

An easy alternative to growing Louisi-

ana irises in flower beds with other 

plants. Using mortar mixing tubs solves 

a variety of problems, such as tree roots 

and certain weeds. They are not care-

free  but they make gardening life a little 

easier, and with a reasonable fertilizing 

schedule, you will have excellent bloom. 

The traditional fertilizer for Louisiana 

irises was a balanced chemical fertilizer 

such as 8-8-8 or 13-13-13. This works 

well, and the granular products are con-

venient to apply.  
Robert Treadwayõs article outlines 

some alternatives that include organic 

products and provides approaches that 

Louisiana iris gardeners should try.  
The results at bloom time are the best 

indicators of success, and the Treadway 

garden is unsurpassed for beautiful 

bloom. 

http://www.louisianairisgnois.com/
http://www.louisianairisgnois.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GreaterNewOrleansIrisSociety
https://www.louisianairisgnois.com/IrisCulture/Gardener-Meets-Iris-Worker.pdf
https://www.louisianairisgnois.com/IrisCulture/Louisiana-Irises-In-Mixing-Tubs.GN0IS-Bayou-and-Marsh-July-2015.pdf

